CHAPTER  IV

"HENRI III " AND " CHRISTINE "
(1828-1830)

LOOKING backwards Dumas recognized that the post-
ponement of Christine was a blessing in disguise.
. That play in its original shape,ct a drama romantic in subject
but classic in treatment," would never have marked an
epoch or revealed a genius; the one which took its place
did both. "Going one day into the Accountant's office
to get some paper, of which I had run short, I observed a
copy of Anquetil's Chronicle which happened 'o be lying
on a desk. Mechanically my eye fell on the opeft page, and
I read . . ." [here follows an extract relating to Saint-
M6grin one of the favourites of Henri III, the supposed
love-affair between him and the Duchesse de Guise, and the
grim jest practised on his wife by the Duke when he forced
her to drink a potion which he gave her to understand
was poison, though she afterwards found it to be nothing
worse than soup]. The biography being consulted, referred
to ihe-M&noires de PBstoile, wherein Dumas, borrowing the
book from a friend, found the story of how Saiut-Mtlgriii
was done to death by Guise's men, and further on how
Bussy d'Amboise in another love adventure was trapped
into an assignation and murdered. For particulars as to
the manners of the period he consulted one or two standard

76rsonal gratification was to him a very urgent
